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* GSP: Global Soil Partnership, UNCCD: United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification, SDGs: Sustainable Development Goals,
WSC: World Soil Charter, VGSSM: Voluntary Guidelines for Sustainable Soil Management, UNEP: United Nation Environment Program,
FAO: Food and Agriculture Organization, UNFCCC: United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change.
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"IPBES: The Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services, ESS: European Soil Strategy, LADA: Land
Degradation Assessment in Drylands.
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Comparative analysis of hard and soft soil protection laws in international treaties
Mohammad Barzali
Horticulture Crops Research Department, Golestan Agricultural and Natural Resources Research and Education
Center, AREEO, Gorgan, Iran (barzali@hotmail.com)

Abstract

International law on the protection of agricultural soils is fragmented and often in the form of soft law, and unlike
biodiversity, there is still no comprehensive and binding international treaty specifically on soil. However, there
are important instruments, frameworks and initiatives at the international level that directly or indirectly address
the protection of agricultural soils. An analysis of treaties such as the Convention to Combat Desertification, the
Convention on Climate Change and strategic documents such as the 2030 Agenda, the Global Soil Strategy and
the Food and Agriculture Organization’s Voluntary Framework for Sustainable Soil Management reveals various
divergences and convergences between international legal approaches in this regard. The results of this research
showed that the lack of explicit mandatory rules on soil in international sources, the dispersion and sometimes
weakness of guarantees for the implementation of international documents in practice, and the lack of specialized
resources on the subject of soil compared to areas such as air or water are among the international limitations on
soil protection. Currently, the international law perspective on the protection of agricultural soil is based on
general principles, non-binding documents, and interdisciplinary approaches (between environmental law,
sustainable development, and agriculture). Therefore, there is a need to formulate a comprehensive and binding
international treaty on soil protection.

Keywords: International law, Jus cogens and Ordinary norms, Environmental conventions, Res communis.
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