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Farmers’ indigenous knowledge on soil and its management

Alireza Amirian-Chakan*, Ahmad Gudarzi®
1- Department of Soil Science, College of Agriculture, Lorestan University; * amirian.ar@Iu.ac.ir
2- Department of Soil Science, College of Agriculture, Lorestan University

Abstract

Although farmers’ indigenous knowledge is the result of valuable experiences obtained through a long period of
time, it is almost overlooked in soil studies. In this study 30 framers from different villages around Borujerd city
were interviewed and their perceptions on soil were assessed. Results indicated that soil color and soil texture
were the main criteria for farmers to evaluate soil quality. From their point of view, red and dark soils, soils
without rock fragments and gravel, soils with a high water holding capacity, and soils with a good mixture of
clay and sand have good quality. Farmers had little information on soil organisms and the relationships between
soil and environmental challenges and all of them indicated that soil is important just for crop production. About
81% of farmers used crop rotation and 58% used follow. More than 90% of them used chemical poisons to
control pests and all of them used deep tillage. About 83% of them indicated that saving natural resources for
next generations is more important than producing more yield. Attending training courses, consultation with
experts, using up-to-date knowledge, effect of training programs held by relevant organizations, radio and
television were at an average level for most farmers.

Keywords: Conventional agriculture, farmers’ perception, soil management, soil quality
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