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The status of dust storms (Case study: Qom Province)
Elham Forootan!

! Assistant professor, Department of Agriculture, Payame Noor University, Tehran, Iran. e.forotan@pnu.ac.ir

Abstract

Wind erosion, which affects more than one-third of the Earth's surface, is a natural process that occurs mainly in
arid climates, under conditions of high wind speed, and in soils with little vegetation. Dust storms caused by wind
erosion have destructive effects in various aspects and should be considered. Therefore, the aim of this study is to
examine the status of dust storm warnings announced by the Meteorological Organization in the period 1403-
1404. The results of this study show that dust warnings were announced in Qom province in eight months of the
year under the studied period, and the concerns about dust storms and their consequences existed at the province
in 37.97 percent of the days of the year. So, the strategies to deal with this phenomenon should be considered.

Keywords: Wind erosion, Soil moisture, Sediment, Qom province.
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