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Abstract

The phenomenon of land use change is one of the major challenges in the agricultural and urban management,
which can lead to the reduction of agricultural lands, threaten food security, loss of fertile soil, and environmental
problems. The aim of this research is to statistically analyze land use change requests in Bushehr Province, which
have been evaluated for their cultivability by the experts of the Agricultural and Natural Resources Research
Center of Bushehr Province. The three-year statistics of land use change requests in Bushehr Province indicate a
public tendency to convert lands for higher profitability, resulting in the loss of fertile soils, reduced production,
and threats to food security. Dashtestan County as the agricultural hub of Bushehr Province, accounts for 128 out
of 250 requests reviewed. Asaluyeh, Jam, and Kangan counties, which are located near the South Pars region and
the petrochemical complexes in the south of the province and are mainly industrial areas, had the lowest number
of requests (5 cases) over the past three years. It seems that the employment opportunities created by these
industries have played an important role in reducing the tendency of local people to change the land use. An
approximately 2.4-fold increase in land use change requests for housing construction in 2024 compared to 2023
poses a serious threat to the province’s agricultural lands. Therefore, it is recommended to implement public
education, stricter regulations, agricultural incentives, and better productivity measures to preserve land uses,
especially agricultural lands.
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