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. Global Soil Partnership (GSP)

FAO

. UN Decade on Soils

. United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification(UNCCD)
. Soil Thematic Strategy

. EU Soil Directive

. Global Soil Information System (GLOSIS)
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Abstract

Soils are non-renewable natural resources that play a fundamental role in the environment. In contrast,
soil erosion and sediment production are among the serious environmental threats in the world. Iran ranks third
in the world and first in the Middle East in terms of soil erosion. Effective governance measures and strategies
are essential to protect soils and reduce their erosion. Without coherent governance frameworks, the risk of soil
degradation increases and the sustainable development of countries are threatened. Integrated governance
provides the opportunity to create a balance between economic exploitation and environmental protection. Soil
governance has been strengthened at the international level through various policies and programs. The Soil
Conservation Law approved in 2019 is the first comprehensive law in the field of soil. However, achieving the
goals of international and national programs requires more effective cooperation between countries, improving
scientific capacities, and allocating sustainable financial resources. The future of soil governance in Iran
depends on three main axes: 1) establishing a national coordinating body for soil unit governance, 2)
strengthening the participation of local communities and users in decision-making, and 3) developing legal and
policy instruments with strong enforcement support. The realization of these axes can pave the way for
sustainable soil protection as a renewable resource and ensuring the country’s food and environmental security.
Keywords: Policy, Laws, Soil Rights, Governance.
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