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- EU Soil Strategy for 2030
2. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Soil Screening Guidelines
3 - China’s Soil Pollution Prevention Law
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4 Instruments

5_ Institutions

6 - Land degradation neutral

7 - UN Convention to Combat Desertification
8 _ National Action Programs


https://sdgs.unep.org/article/sdg-indicator-1531
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9 - National Action Programs
10 _ UNCCD: UN Convention to Combat Desertification
" _ Enforcing


https://www.cbd.int/
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Opinion Paper: Lessons learned from soil governance and legislation in leading countries
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Abstract

Protecting soil, which is often referred to as a 'silent resource’, is essential for food security, ecosystem services
and climate resilience, yet often receives less attention than air or water in policymaking and public discourse.
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While developed countries such as Germany have robust governance systems characterized by strict laws,
effective enforcement, and public participation, developing countries—including Iran—still struggle with
fragmented institutions, weak enforcement, and short-term priorities that undermine soil health. This article
reviews the international framework for soil governance and examines the relevance of global legal instruments
to Iran. It also highlights Germany as a successful case study in the implementation of soil protection laws. The
aim is to identify systemic blind spots and challenges in Iran and to set out ways to make soil resource
governance more effective.

Keywords: Soil governance, soil law, food security, soil health



