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Good Governance in the Soil Sector with a Look at the Soil Conservation Law (Approved in 2019)
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Resources, University of Tehran - hmovahed@ut.ac.ir

Abstract

Soil, as one of the most important basic resources of the country, like water, plays a very important
and irreplaceable role in meeting basic human needs in the form of housing, clothing, industry,
employment, etc., and most importantly, by creating the possibility of producing food, which is
dependent on it for more than 95% of food (FAO, 2024) and other raw materials, it provides the value
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chain for other economic activities. It also performs various functions in the form of carbon storage
and sequestration, climate regulation, purification and treatment of environmental pollutants, water
storage and purification, biodiversity provision, food supply and nutrient cycling for organisms, and
other functions that include more than 11 functions (Asadi et al., 1401).

The diversity of functions leads to the plurality of users and exploiters of soil and creates a chain of
multiple users for soil, and therefore determining the relationships and coordination between them
requires the adoption of intelligent governance in this area, as in other areas of exploitation of basic
resources, with a sustainable management approach.

In recent decades, with the increase in the country's population and the expansion of human needs in
Iran as a developing country and the increase in the exploitation of basic resources on the one hand,
and global attitudes towards the issue of soil on the other hand, and the need to pay attention to
governance in the field of soil led to the adoption of the Soil Protection Law. A review of the duties of
the law indicates the existence of a wide range of stakeholders in the field of soil, and the definition
of the relationships, duties, and responsibilities of each cannot be organized except in the light of the
adoption of a parent law. This issue was evident until 2019, when the Soil Conservation Law, after a
waiting period of 12 years, moved from the bill stage to the stage of law approval. The country was
glaringly exposed to the lack of specialized law, and despite the existence of laws such as: 1- Law on
Increasing Productivity in the Agricultural and Natural Resources Sector (2000), 2- Waste Management
Law (2004), 3- Mining Law (2008), the needs of this sector were not been met.
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